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The Spanish Embassy, with the collaboration of the Honorary Vice
Consulate of Spain in Philadelphia, commemorates the 200th anni-
versary of the arrival of Diego Maria de Gardogui to the United States
of America. He was the first Official Spanish Representative (Ministro
Plenipotenciario) before the Continental Congress,

This historical essay highlights the Spanish influence in Colonial Amer-
ica. It was originally published in Spanish by the Circulo Espafiol of
Philadelphia in 1977.

On the occasion of the recognition of Minister Gardoqui by the City
of Philadelphia, we proudly present it in English.

Herminio Muiiiz, M.D.
Honerary Vice Consul
Philadelphia, PA. 16 QOctober, 1985
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In his address to the Joint Meeting of the House and the Senate held at the
House of Representatives on June 2, 1976, Juan Carlos I, King of Spain,
declared: “In this year of the Bicentennial, it is with pleasure that I recall the
role that Spaniards, and Spain, with her diplomatic, political, financial, naval
and military resources, played in the global struggle whose victory received
the recognition of the Independence of the United States.”?

Although it is true that Spain remained officially neutral at the beginning
of the American Revolution, it is not less certain that Spain became in 1779 2
great ally of the American colonies, second only to France. The role played
by Spain during the American Revolution can neither be omitted nor over-
looked, even if it did not constitute a decisive military factor.

England had become, after the Seven Year's War (1756--1763), the princi-
pal European power, but paradoxically the wars had left her impoverished.
The British Parliament thus decided to increase taxes, not only in England
but also in the American colonies. France, as a consequence of the Seven
Year's War, had lost 2 huge part of her colonial empire. By the Treaty of
Paris, Great Britain won from France all of Canada and all the great interior
east of the Mississippi, except the port of New Orleans, ceded to Spain along
with all the territories west of the Mississippi. No European power could
have been more anxious than France to humiliate England. Aware of this,
the leaders of the American Revolution welcomed the support of France. At
that time, France and Spain were bound by the Third Family Pact. Spain,
unlike France, had a vast colonial empire in the American continent, and
this fact made her follow a unilateral and independent policy due to the

! Official text released by the Embassy of Spain Cultural Office, Washington, D.C., p. 3.
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_possible impact the independence of the British colonies might have on the

Spanish colonies,

Four Million Reales de Vellon

On June 27, 1776, when the independence of the United States had not
yet been declared, the Spanish Secretary of State, the Marquis of Grimaldi,
notified the Ambassador of Spain in Paris that His Majesty, Charles I11, had
granted the American Revolution four million reales de vellon (the equiva-
lent in French currency to one million livres Tournots), leaving to the
discretion of the Spanish Ambassador and the French Secretary of State, the
Count of Vergennes, the way in which these monies should reach the British
colonies in rebellion. With this gesture of friendship Spain joined France
who had just given the American Revolution another million livres Tournois.,
Though the financial help that Spain hastened to send the American Revolu-
tion has been in general ignored by American historians, it was documented
{along with other loans given later) in the Miscellaneous Documents of the
House of Representatives for the Second Session of the Forty-Seventh Con-
gress, 1882-83. It is a report that bears the title of “History of the National
Loans of the United States from July 4, 1776, to June 30, 1880."2

Through a dispatch sent by the Spanish Ambassador in Paris to Madrid on
September 7, 1776, we know how the two million livres Tournots given to
the American Revolution were spent. Among other things, the two million
were used to buy brass cannons, gun carriages, mortars, bombs, cannon
balls, gunpowder, carbines fitted with bayonets, tents, uniforms. . . .2 All
these military supplies were sent to the American Revolution through the
French diplomat, Pierre Caron de Beaumarchais, who worked in turn
through the Spanish corporation Rodriguez, Hortalez & Cia. The shipments
were almost always made from French ports, in an effort to conceal from the
Spanish colonies the aid that Spain was giving to the American Revolution.
The corporation Rodriguez, Hortalez & Cia had already financed the trip to
the United States of Baron von Steuben,* and the corporation made ar-
rangements later on for the trip of General Lafayette, who, for security
reasons, embarked for America from the Guipuzeoan port of Pasajes in
Spain.

The fact that Spain was allowing the Amevican privateers to use freely her
ports and small bays in the peninsula as well as those of the Spanish colonies

% The Miscellaneous Docwments of the House of Representatives Jor the Second Session of the
Forty-Seventh Congress, 188283 {Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1884),
13-No. 42, part 7, 302-304, 308. .

# Archive Histérico Nacional, Estado, legajo 4072 Juan F. Yela Utrilla, Espasia ante a
independencia de los Estados Unidos, 2nd ed. (Lérida: Graficos “Academia Mariana,” 1925), 11,
16--17.

4 Baron Friedrich W.Z. von Steuben, from the operations staff of Frederick the Great, did
much to organize and drill the Continental Army in Valley Forge. where one statue of him is
now at Valley Forge National Park.
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in America soon provoked the first diplomatic confrontation with the British
Crown. However, when the British Ambassador in Madrid demanded that
the Spanish Government deny any sanctuary to the American privateers,
Charles III limited himself to answering that it was not easy to distinguish
between the loyal ships and those that served the cause of the Revolution.

Benjamin Franklin, Silas Deane and Arthur Lee

When Silas Deane arrived in Paris in June of 1776 as purchasing agent of
the Continental Congress, the first thing he did was to pay a visit to the
Spanish Ambassador in the French capitol, the Count of Aranda. Later on
Deane was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the French Court, along
with Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee. Franklin arrived in France in
December of 1776, and his arrival in Paris was surrounded by great secrecy.
Lee came up to the French capital directly from London.

As soon as the three American commissioners met together, they sought
an audience with the Spanish Ambassador. The meeting took place on
January 4, 1777, and Franklin, who acted as the head of the delegation,
informed the Count of Aranda that the Continental Congress wanted to
establish a diplomatic mission in Madrid similar to the one in Paris. At the
second meeting, held four days later, Franklin delivered a lengthy memorial
to the Spanish Ambassador entitled: “Mémoire concernant 'Etat actuel des
ci-devant Colonies de 'Amérique Méridionale” [sic].5

The Count of Aranda, who was an outspoken defender of the American
Revolution, informed Madrid immediately about the wishes of the Conti-
nental Congress, advising the Secretary of State, the Marquis of Grimaldi,
that Spain should declare war on England and support the American Revolu-
tion. Upon receiving Aranda’s dispatch, King Charles 111 called a meeting of
the State Council, but this body did not think it necessary nor advisable to
declare war on England, although they decided that it was very appropriate
to support the American Revolution.$

Franklin, nevertheless, wanting to put pressure upon the Spanish Court,
decided to send Arthur Lee to Spain. The decision caused such surprise and
alarm in the Court of Charles III that the Marquis of Grimaldi—at that time
the Secretary of State—asked the Bilbao banker, Diego de Gardoqui, to
write a letter in English to Arthur Lee explaining the objections that the
Spanish Government had to his presence in Madrid.” Furthermore,
Grimaldi sent copies of the letter to the Regent of Pamplona, and to the
Postmaster of Burgos with orders to hand it over to the American Commis-
sioner as soon as he crossed the border,

5 A.HLN., Estado, leg. 3884; Yela Utrilla, H, 28-30.

® See the written opinions of Couneil members in A.H.N., Estado, leg. 3884; Yela Utrllla, II,
49-59; the dispatch of Grimaldi to Aranda in A.H.N., Estado, leg. 4072; Yela Utrilla, I1, 59-64,

" Gardoqui's memorandum to Arthur Lee, February 17, 1777, is found in the A.H.N.,
Estado, leg. 3883; Yela Utrilla, 11, 66-68.
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At the same time, Grimaldi, accompanied by Gardoqui who spoke fluent
English, left Madrid to meet Arthur Lee. Although the Spanish Secretary of
State intended to meet the American Commissioner in Vitoria, the meeting
took place in Burgos on March 4, 1777. At the meeting Lee presented
Grimaldi with a list of the military supplies that the United States needed,
and a memorandum addressed to the Spanish Court laying stress upon the
decisive role that Spain might play in the American Revolution.®

The position of the Spanish Government at that moment with respect to
the independence of the United States was formulated in a letter, dated
March 10, 1777, that the new Secretary of State, the Count of Floridablanca,
wrote to the Marquis of Grimaldi, in which Floridablanca asked Grimaldi to
inform the American diplomat:

That the fate of the colonies interests us very keenly and we shall do for them
everything that circumstances permit; That effective provision has already been
made for them to be helped not only through Louisiana but also by other ways,
as don Diego de Gardoqui, there, will be able to vouch for; That similar
provisions will actively go on being made and $pain will send such goods as the
country can spare, and, as regards others of which we have no surpluses, we
shall furnish him in Paris with some bills of exchange to enable him to purchase
them in Holland and see to their dispatch to America, . . .

For Your Excellency’s guidance 1 may say, in conclusion, that His Majesty has
resolved for the time being to give 500,000 livres Tournois, in cash and in
kind—produce of Spain; but it would not seem expedient to apprise the Amer-
ican Delegate of the sum fixed, etc.?

Upon returning to Paris, Lee received from the Spanish Government a bank
draft for 50,000 pesos of gold; in April he received another draft for 81,000
livres Tournois; and in June the Spanish Government handed over to him
new drafts totaling more than 100,000 pounds.

When news of Lee’s trip to Spain reached the public, and the aid that the
Spanish Government was giving to the American Revolution was made
evident, the King of England, George 111, proposed to the Spanish Crown a
general plan of disarmament, that was in no uncertain terms rejected by the
Secretary of State, the Count of Floridablanca. The international outlook
became even more complicated when on April 7, 1777, Franklin proposed to
the Spanish Ambassador in Paris that “if His Catholic Majesty wanted to join
forces with the United States in the war against Great Britain, they would
help Spain take the port and the city of Pensacola, provided that the United
States would have the right of free navigation on the Mississippi and access
to the port of Pensacola.”10

In a new memorial, dated in Paris in September 1777, and addressed to

® A.H.N., Estado, leg. 3883; Yela Utrilla, II, 72-76; and Jared Sparks, ed., The Diplomatic
Correspondence of the American Revolution (Boston: Nathan Hale and Gray & Bowen, 1829),
I, 38-39; 41-44. .

® A.H.N., Estado, leg. 3883; Yela Utrilla, II, 80-83.

10 A H.N., Estodo, leg. 3884; Yela Utrilla, 11, 94-95.
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the Count of Vergennes as much as to the Spanish Ambassador, the Amer-
ican delegates wrote:

The Congress some months since acquainted us that 80,000 suits of clothes
will be wanted for their army next winter, also a number of brass cannous, fusils,
pistols, etc., and a large quantity of naval stores. . . .

They also directed us to borrow two million sterling in Europa on the credit of

the United States. . . .

But France having actually furnished us with some money on regular pay-
ments and kindly promised us a continuance of them; and Spain having given us
expectations of considerable aids. . ., the Commissioners coneeiving it would
not be less than what France was giving, and impressed with the urgent
necessity of the clothing, ete., ventured to order 30,000 suits, and have also sent
or contracted for considerable quantities of guns and other necessities for which

they are indebted, . . .
The Commissioners request that those powers would resolve upon granting

such subsidy as may be sufficient for the purpose. . . 1!

Even though France decided unilaterally to recognize the independence of
the United States on February 6, 1778, and diplomatic relations between the
French and Spanish Courts cooled considerably, Spain continued to help the
American Revolution through Gardoqui and Sons Corporation. It is esti-
mated that from 1776 to the first months of 1779 Spain contributed nearly
two million two hundred thousand livres Tournois.'?

The Governors of Louisiana: Luis de Unzaga (1770-1777) and Bernardo de

Gdlvez (1777-1785)

The aid that Spain provided to the cause of the American Revolution in its
initial stages was not limited to the financial contributions carried out sec-
retly through the corporations of Rodriguez, Hortalez & Cia., and Gardoqui
and Sons; it was not limited either to just allowing the American privateers to
find sanctuary at the Spanish ports. The United States received help on
American soil itself through the Spanish Governors of Louisiana. In May
1776 (before the Declaration of Independence had taken place), General
Charles Lee wrote to the Governor of Louisiana, Luis de Unzaga y Amézaga,
explaining that he was the second-in-command under General Washington
and that in this capacity he requested help from the Spanish Governor in
order to continue the war; he also requested a systematic trade between the
United States and the Spanish ports, implying at the same time the danger in
which Spain might find herself, if Britain should win in her struggle with the
rebel colonies.?®

Lee’s letter reached the hands of Governor Unzaga through Captain
George Gibson, who arrived in New Orleans at night along with Lieutenant
William Lee. When the Governor realized how difficult the situation was in

11 Original text, A.H.N.,IEstado, leg. 3884; Yela Utrilla, II, 130-135.
12 See Samuel F. Bemis, The Diplomacy of the American Bevolution (Bloomingtom Indiana

University Press, 1957}, p. 5.
1% See the Spanish translation of Lee’s letter in AJHLN., Estado, leg. 4224,
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which he found himself, he cleverly plotted the following scheme to main-
tain his neutrality and to help at the same time the.cause of the Revolution:
Captain Gibson was supposedly imprisoned, to quiet the suspicions of the
British consul, but Lieutenant Lee was allowed to leave New Orleans. One
month later Governor Unzaga set Gibson free, who chartered a boat and
went up the Mississippi with 1,000 pounds of gunpowder from the Spanish
arsenals,

Later on Captain Gibson came back to New Orleans again requesting
military supplies, and presented at the same time to the Spanish Governor
the following proposals: “If the acquisition of the city and port of Pensacola
were agreeable and pleasing to His Catholic Majesty; and if he would deign
receive possession of both port and city from the Americans. . . ."#

Governor Unzaga sent the proposals to the Court, which promptly replied
with a memorial dated in Madrid on December 24, 1776, in which the
Government expressed itself in the following terms:

With the greatest care and secrecy, he should tell the colonists that the King
would be pleased if it should be achieved, and, once its capture iz assured, its
handing over to Spain which they promised can be discussed. . . . That in order
to facilitate the attainment of both objects, Your Excellency will go on receiving
through Havana and by all means possible help in arms, ammunition, clothing
and quinine, such as the colonists ask for. , . . That confidential notice should be
sent to the Governor of Havana, who will go on receiving by the monthiy
packets arms and other materials to be remitted to the Governor of Louisiana,
and that he should also send the latter such surplus gunpowder from the Mexico
factory as may exist in Havana, and any surplus carbines. 13

When Ungaza was appointed Captain General of Caracas, a young colonel,
31 years old, named Bernardo de Galvez, became the Governor of Louisiana
by Royal Decree of February 1, 1777. The new Governor quickly gave signs
of wholehearted sympathy for the American Revolution by not allowing the
British Navy to operate in the Mississippi waters or in the mouth of the viver,
by opening the port of New Orleans to the trade with the rebel colonists and
by even allowing there the sale of the ooty and spoils of war taken by the
American privateers. Galvez went even further, and in the spring of 1777, he
seized 11 British ships on smuggling missions, and ordered the Buitish
subjects to leave Louisiana within fifteen days. At about the same time he
sent General Lee nine thousand pounds of gunpowder, and remitted to Fort
Arkansas food and military supplies worth 2,400 dollars. Under the gover-
norship of Bernardo de Galvez, Louisiana became a refuge for the American
rebels, whom the British army had forced out of their territories, as well as a .
post of military supplies for the Continental Army.

Through an American businessman, Oliver Pollock, who acted as official
purchasing agent for the Continental Congress, Governor Galvez conceded

4 Archivo de Simancas, Estado, leg. 1737; Yela Utrilla, 1, 108.
'8 Francisco Morales Pedrén, Spanish Help in American Independence (Madrid: Pub-
licaciones Espadiolas, 1952), p. 17, See A.H.N., Estado, teg. 4224; Yela Utrilla, 1, 109,
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to the United States a credit of 74,087 dollars; he also sent the Continental
Army military supplies worth 25,000 deblones de oro; all of which helped
finance the military campaign of George R. Clark in Illinois, since the
merchants in that area did not take the paper money issued by the Continen-
tal Congress, but only the money orders drawn on Governor Galvez's
account by Oliver Pollock. In August 1777, Galvez informed the Continental
Congress that he had received 100 quintals of gunpowder, and 30,000 rifles
from Havana for the American Revolution. Nevertheless, it was not until
March 1778 that Captain James Willing arrived in New Orleans accom-
panied by Pollock in order to pick up these military supplies. From 1778 to
1781 Oliver Pollock received the sum of 67,610 pesas de oro from Governor
Galvez,

Although the shipment of supplies to the rebel colonists was usually
carried out secretly, the British Governor of Pensacola repeatedly accused
Governor Galvez of openly supporting the American Revolution years before
Spain declared war on England. When finally on June 21, 1779, official news
of the declaration of war on Great Britain by Spain reached New Orleans,
Bernardo de Gélvez immediately organized a small army of 1472 men for the
purpose of attacking the British fort at Manchac, Although a devastating

~ hurricane over the Gulf of Mexico delayed the Governor’s plans, the military

expedition left New Orleans on August 27, 1779; after a very dificult march,
they arrived at the confluence of the Iberville and Mississippi rivers, and
attacked Fort Butte by surprise; the fort was surrendered. In October, Baton
Rouge, the most important British fort in the south, surrendered to Galvez
after two hours of fighting, and Fort Panmure, in Natchez, fell next on
October 25, 1779, along with some other villages on the left bank of the
Mississippi. On February 25, 1780, Galvez, accompanied by 200 men, sailed
to Mobile and courageously seized Fort Charlotte on March 14,

One year later Galvez sailed from Havana with a small fleet in order to
take the city of Pensacola. Although the naval expedition was really under
the naval commander José Calvo de Irazibal, Governor Galves took control
of the entire operation; after strong resistance, his small private barkentine,
Galveztown, defying the British artillery, raised sail, entered the channel
and dropped anchor under cover of the Spanish cannon on Sigiienza Point.
The British garrison of Pensacola surrendered on May 8, 1781, and Governor
Galvez received the title of Count of Galvez for the courage displayed in this
historic feat, with a coat-of-arms in which the barkentine Galveztown ap-
pears at the top with the motto ‘Yo solo’ {1 alone).

Governor Galvez not only destroyed the British plan to take the Missis-
sippi Vailey, but he effectively helped George R. Clark in the Ohio Valley by
winning over the Indian tribes who stopped attacking the Continental Army.
Without the intervention of Governor Galvez, it seems reasonable to think
that the King’s Mountain Battle (October 7, 1780) would never have taken
place; nor the changing course of the war in the south, where Lord Cornwal-
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lis surrendered on Qctober 17, 1781.'%:Nevertheless, Governor Galvez

-never received any recognition from the leaders of the American Revolution,
‘not even the courtesy of an answer to his letters to the Continental Congress.

It was the King of Spain, Juan Carlos I, who on June 2, 1976, presented the
United States Government with an equestrian statue of Bernardo de Gilvez,
the work of Juan Avalos, “as a permanent memory of the blood shed by
Spanish soldiers in defense of the American cause,” 17 Later on Galvez was
promoted to Captain General of Louisiana and the Floridas; he was after-
wards appointed Captain General of Cuba, and on January 1, 1785, he
succeeded his father as Viceroy of Mexico. Bernardo de Gilvez died the
following year as a consequence of an epidemic that afflicted Mexico City.,

He was only forty years old.

The War Between Spain and England

On April 3, 1779, the Spanish Secretary of State sent a dispatch to Great
Britain, It seemed to suggest mediation, but in fact it was an ultimatum,
However, before it could be answered, “the Convention of Aranjuez had
been signed between Spain and France, April 12, and ratified at Versailles,
April 28, providing for Spain’s entrance into the war in case England should
refuse the terms of Charles III's final offer,”18 Finally on June 21, 1779,
Spain declared war on Great Britain, although “the French and Spanish
feets had already been operating together for several weeks,”19

Coinciding with the entry of Spain in the war there was also a change in the
treatment given by the British to the American prisoners, specially rough
because the British considered the Americans not as belligerents but as traitors
to their King. The increasing number of British prisoners taken by the
Spaniards might have influenced a change in this situation. In any case, {the
Spanish port of] La Corufia became one of the main centers for exchanging
British and American prisoners,20

Samuel F. Bemis, writing about Spain’s American policy, says: “[Spain’s]
entrance into the war was a matter of alarm to Great Britain and of great
cheer to the United States. . . . The value attached to Spain’s entrance is
seen by the price which Vergennes was willing to pay, Gibraltar, and by the
price which the United States had ultimately offered, the Mississippi, for an
actual Spanish alliance,”21

'8 Buchanan Parker Thomson, La Ayuda espariola en la guerra de Iy independencia nor-
teamericana (Madrid: Ediciones Cultura Hispanica, 1966}, pp. 82, 9i.

7 The statue is located at the corner of Virginia Avenue and 2ist Street, across from the
Department of State, in Washington, D.C.

'8 Samuel F. Bemis, op. cit., p. 7980,

19 Ihid., p. 87.

# Jorge Dezcallar, “Spain and the American Revolution,” New York Times, Supplement/
Spain; fts Bole in American History, May 30, 1976, p. 11.

2t Op. cit., p. 110,
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Great Britain wanted, by all means, to stop Spain’s entering the war,
because this would mean the opening of a second front on the Gulf of
Mexico, but Washington eagerly desired this confrontation, confident that
sea power would be decisive in the war, “If the Spaniards,” he had written,
“would but join their fleets to France and commence hostilities, my doubts
would all subside.”22 With the declaration of war on Great Britain a new
stage began in the contribution of Spain to the independence of the United
States. The participation of the Spanish Army and Navy had a direct impact
on the course of the war, while money, war supplies and other goods
continued to be handed over to the American delegation in Paris. The
military incursions of Governor Galvez against the British garrisons in the
Mississippi Valley, in Western Florida, and through the entire Gulf of
Mexico, divided and weakened the efforts of England to subdue the rebel
colonies,
Moreover, the war on Great Britain allowed the Spanish Governor of
Louisiana and the Captain General of Cuba to increase the shipment of
military supplies, While the Spanish Army and Navy played an important
= role in the struggle for the independence of the United States from its bases
in Louisiana and Cuba, Fray Junipero Serra, the “father and founder of
California,” sent a dispatch dated June 15, 1780, to the Spanish Missions in
California {(San Francisco Solano, San Rafael, San Francisco de Asis, San
José, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, San Juan Bautista, San Carlos, San Antonio de
Padua, San Miguel, San Luis Obispo, Santa Inés, Santa Barbara, San
Buenaventura, San Fernando, San Gabriel, San Juan Capistrano, San Luis
Rey, San Diego de Alcala) asking the friars to pray for the victory of Spain
and her allies over the British, and later on by his initiative the missions
made a collection asking the Spaniards to contribute with two pesos each,
and every Indian with one. The amount collected was delivered to the
Viceroy of Mexico, who, in turn, sent it to General Rochambeau?® who
f‘ participated with his French troops at the Virginia campaign, 1781, along
; with Washington, Lafayette, and Wayne. It is said that the Cathedral of
' Milaga lost one of its towers, and became, in the long run, a “victim” of the
American Revolution, because the money assigned for it was ceded to a
public subseription for Governor Galvez’s expeditions against the British in
their struggle with the American rebels. Finally, it should be remembered
that the Spanish Treasury backed and guaranteed the first issue of American
currency, authorized by the Continental Congress in a resolution dated May
9, 1776, which was to take its name ‘doilar’ from the ‘Spanish milled dollars,’
i.e., doblas. “The dollar sign—from the ‘pieces of eight’ of the Spanish
Government-—evolved from the two upright posts on all coins and a winding

?2 Francis Wharton, ed., Revolutionary Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States
" (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1889), I, 360,
23 Jean Baptiste D, de Vimeur, Count of Rochambeau, Commander of the French Army in
the American Revolutionary War.
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inscription reading ‘Plus Ultra” which for years appeared on the United
States coinage. 24

John fay's Mission in Madrid

Although Arthur Lee had been appointed official commissioner of the
Continental Congress in Madrid, he never arrived in Madrid and in the
spring of 1779 his commission was taken away from him; and the Congress
sent John Jay {one of the original members of the first ‘committee of secret
correspondence’} as Minister Plenipotentiary. He arrived in Cadiz from
Martinique on January 22, 1780. As soon as Jay arrived in Spain, he informed
Charles III about his arrival and the purpose of his mission in writing; he
wrote to the King that he wanted to introduce himself to His Majesty as soon
as possible, but that he would stay in Cadiz until the King called him. Yela
Utrilla says that Jay's letter to the King showed lack of diplomatic experi-
ence, or suspicion of being treated in a perfunctory manner as had been the
case with Arthur Lee during the latter’s visit to Spain in February 1777.

Jay’s mission at the Court of Charles 1] constitutes a somewhat unfortu-
nate and unhappy chapter in the history of Spain’s contribution to the
independence of the United States. In order to get financial aid and official
recognition of the independence of the Thirteen Colonies, Jay promised
first, but reneged afterwards on some proposals that he had hastened to
communicate to the Count of Floridablanca, at that time Secretary of State,
Among the proposals submitted, there was one which according to Jay might
be used as a basis for a future treaty between Spain and the United States, It
was the sixth proposal:

The United States shall relinquish to His Catholic Majesty, and in the future
forbear to use, or attempt to use the navigation of the River Mississippi from the
31 degree of North latitude, that is, from the point where it leaves the United
States, to the Qcean 28

On the other hand, Jay told the government of Charles III that because the
Continental Army desperately needed arms and uniforms, the United States
Congress had drawn, against the credit Spain had promised, bills of ex-
change worth one thousand pounds, to be repaid in six months; but because
the Continental Congress had decided not to issue any more bank notes than
those already in circulation, Jay told the Spanish Government that he
expected they would accept responsibility for the drafts already drawn on the
Spanish Treasurer. Two months later Jay requested that Floridablanca be
responsible for more drafts drawn on the Spanish Treasurer, which he could
not repay, while the Spanish Government vainly sought some kind of com-
pensation for the aid it had given to the American Revolution,

The American diplomat continued asking the Spanish Government to pay

¥ Aaron Trager, “The U.5. $ Sign: Heritage from the Spanish "Real a 8',” New York Times,
Supplement/Spain: its Role in American History, May 30, 1978, p. 18,
% AJH.N,, Estado, leg. 4062; Yela Utrilla, 11, 345.
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more and more bills of exchange until the Count of Floridablanca charged
Diego de Gardoqui to tell Jay that Spain could not accept responsibility for
any more bills of exchange not previously authorized by the Government
Nevertheless, Floridablanca assured Jay that Spain would honor all the bills
of exchange drawn on the Spanish Treasurer by the Continental Congress up
to that day, November 26, 1780. On January 1781 Jay requested more
money and the Spanish Government gave him 32,000 pesos de oro; Jay.
encouraged by this, requested more and more money, but finally in the
spring of 1782, the Spanish Government told Jay that they could not give the
amount of 45,000 pesos de oro, requested through the French ambassador in
Madrid. Jay, disappointed, in spite of the disbursements made by the
Spanish Treasury, left Spain in 1782 to go to Paris, where Franklin was
supposed to have called him.

If the Government of Charles 11T did not give more financial aid to the
American Revolution, if Spain delayed the official recognition of the inde-
pendence of the United States, it was due to the fact that the Continental
Congress did not want to discuss the Spanish interests in Louisiana with
respect to the boundaries and navigation on the Mississippi.

A Public Subscription in Havana

At the beginning of 1781 the final and somewhat unusual Spanish con-
tribution to United States independence took place. The Continental Army
moved to the south to find the countryside devastated and lacking all
resources. Money was desperately needed to finish the war, which had
slowed down. This situation gave the British troops a timely respite to
regroup themselves. In the meantime the American rebels sent an appeal to
the French colonists of Santo Domingo, but the attempt failed. When the
precarious situation of the Continental Army became known in Cuba, the
Governor of Havana opened a public subscription and so collected six million
reales de vellén (or one and a half million livres Tournois), which made it
possible for the French General, the Count of Rochambeau, to continue his
campaign. The war ended shortly afterwards with the surrender of the
British Commander Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown on October 17, 1781. Two
years later, the independence of the United States was solemnly recognized
by the Treaty of Paris, signed by the United States and Great Britain in
September 1783, and ratified by the Congress in Philadelphia the following
January,

Spain’s Diplomats at the U.§. Congress in Philadelphia?®

On July 2, 1776, when Congress met in Philadelphia and voted for
independence, the attitude that Spain took towards the British colonies
could be described as a “recognition of belligerency”. Although at the

28 This part was already published by the author in Pennsyleania Heritage (Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission), Vol, IV, No. 2 {March, 1978),
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During his stay in Philadeliphix., Juan de Mirafles ¥ Troyllén resided in & house no longer
standing located at 242 South 3rd. Street, next to Powel House. The house that was built in its
place exhibits a plaque put there by the Spanish Government in 1967,
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beginning of the Revolution there were no formal relations between the two
countries, Spain not only provided the colonists with military and financial
assistance, but hurried to send diplomatic representatives to the Continental
Congress. Their status was that of what we now call “observers”.

In 1777, following a recommendation from the Captain General of Cuba,
Diego José Navarro, the Council of Indies appointed fuan de Miralles y
Troyllén as the “first Spanish Diplomatic Representative to the United
States of America.” Juan de Miralles, a native of Petrel (Alicante, Spain), was
a prominent landowner from Havana. He left Cuba en route to the rebel
colonies on December 31, 1777, arriving at Charleston, South Carolina on
January 9, 1778, In the spring of that year he moved to Philadelphia, where
he was able to maintain, through official communications, close contact with
the Minister of Indies in Madrid, José de Galvez.

During his stay in Philadelphia, the Spanish diplomat resided in a house,
no longer standing, located at 242 South Third Street, next to the Powel
House. The house that was built in its place exhibits a plaque, put there by
the Spanish government in 1967, that says:

On this site stoud the home, 17781780, of Juan de Miralles (1715-1780), the
first Spanish Diplomatic Representative to the United States of America. He
died April 28, 1780, while visiting General Washington at his Morristown
Headquarters. The same home became the residence of his successor, Fran-
cisco Bonddn [Rendén], who lent it to General Washington for the winter of
1781-1782. Through these officials Spanish military and financial assistance was
channeled to the American Patriots. Tribute from the Government of Spain,
1967. ’

In spite of the fact that, since Spain had not officially recognized the Amer-
ican independence, Juan de Miralles did not have the rank of an official
envoy, he enjoyed such prestige with the President and members of the
Continental Congress, that he always received the same courtesy and treat-
ment as the French Minister. On July 4, 1779, when the first public religious
commemoration of the Declaration of Independence was held at Saint
Mary’s Chureh (located at 244 South Fourth Street), Miralles attended the
Holy Mass as “the Spanish Minister” along with senior American officials and
representatives of what might be called the diplomatic corps of the time. At
the front of the church there is a plaque that says:

In this Church on the 4th of July 1779 was held the first public religious
commemoration of the Declaration of Independence. In attendance at the Holy
Mass, then sung, were the Continental Congress, the President and Official
Heads of the new government, the Officers of the Army and Navy, and the
French and Spanish Ministers. . . .

General Washington also gave Miralles many signs of esteem and considera-
tion; and when the Spanish diplomat died after a brief illness, on April 28,
1780 while visiting the General at his Morristown headquarters, along with
the French Minister La Luzerne, Washington himself presided over the
funeral.
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AT ’IHE CLoSE: oF?m
© PRevoLuTion N
FOLLOWING -THE SURRENDER OF THE BRITISH, UNDER 1

CORNWALLIS TO WASHINGTON AT YORKTOWN
THE ARMIES OF THE REPUBLIC AND OF FRANCE zor\uar

IN A SOLEMN MASS -OF THANKSGIVING *AND THE _'
CONQUERED FLAGS OF GREAT.BRITAIN WERE LAID UPON :

THE ALTAR STEPS OF THIS OLD CHURCH OF

ST. MARY.
NOVEMBER 4TH. 1781 Sl

“GOD OF OUR FATHERS—BE WITH US YET" -{
o 24

This plaque, which refers to the presence of the Spanish Minister Francisco Renddn at the
first public-religious commemoration of the Declaration of Independence, is located at Saint
Mary’s Church, 244 South 4th Street, Phitadelphia,
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The style in which he was buried is said to have surpassed in magnificence that
of any other burial ever occurring at the county seat of Morris. His coffin was
covered on the outside with rich black velvet, and lined with Bne cambric. For
burial, he wore a scarlet suit, embroidered with gold lace, a gold-laced hat, a
wig carefully cued, white silk stockings and diamond shoe and knee buckles. On
his fingers appeared a profusion of diamond rings, and suspended from a superb
gold watch were several seals richly set with diamonds. The honorary pallbear-
ers were six field officers, and on the shoulders of four artillery officers in full
uniform, the actual pallbearers, he was borne to the grave, while minute guns
were fired by the artillery. A Spanish priest performed the last rites at the
grave.?7 :

Miralles was succeeded by his assistant, Francisco Rendén, who con-
tinued to maintain close relations with the U.S. Congress in Philadelphia
and, through the Ministry of Indies, with the Spanish Court of Charles 1.
Rendon, born in Jerez de la Frontera (Spain), belonged to an illustrious
family of Spanish nobility. The Spanish envoy lived at first at the same house
as his predecessor; and at the end of 1781, when General Washington
arrived in Philadelphia with his Army, for the purpose of spending the
winter, Rendén had the honor of lodging him in his home on Third Street, 28
Sinne the city did not have enough houses available to lodge the whole Army
and its officers, the Spanish diplomat, emulating the President of Congress
and the most distinguished ecitizens of Philadelphia, had offered his home,
and Washington willingly accepted his invitation.

There is no doubt that a distinct friendship between Washington and the
Spanish diplomat was established, because after his stay in Renddn’s house
the latter indicated in a dispatch sent to the Minister of Indies on July 30,
1782, how well he was being treated by General Washington, “to convince
him of his sincere love for the Spanish nation and of his fervent desire to sce
the time in which our beloved King would declare himself powerful protec-
tor and defender of the freedom of these United States, 29 Later, Francisco
Rendon moved to a house owned by the Shippen family, located at the
corner of 4th and Locust streets, which is today one of the oldest and best
preserved houses in Philadelphia.30

Rendén was replaced, in May 1785, by a Bilbao banker, Diego Maria de
Gardoqui. As head of the powerful corporation, “Gardoqui e Hijos,” he was
very reluctant to abandon his firm; nevertheless, he accepted the commis-
sion that the government of Charles 11T had offered him. “The relations with
the rebel colonies,” writes Carlos Fernandez Shaw, “was not something new

27 Joseph M. Beatty, Jr., “Letters of the Four Beatty Brothers of the Continental Army,
1774-1794," Pennsylvania Magazine, 44 (1920), 218-219. See also William S, Baker, “Itinerary
of General Washington from June 15, 1775 to December 23, 1783,” Pennsylvania Magazine, 15
{1891}, 64-66.

28 Carlos M. Fernindez-Shaw, Presencia espaficla en los Estados Unidos (Madrid: Ediciones
Cultura Hispanica, 1972), p. 135.

2% A HL.N., Estado, leg. 3884,

3 Fernindez-Shaw, loc. cit,
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Francisco Rendén fived m tiis house at $th and Locust Streets. Philadelphia. The building
pemaing ane of the oldest and hest preserved houses in the city today.
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MATILDA STOUGHTON de JALUDENES, painted by Gilbert Stuart
The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Rogers Fund, 1907,




FOSE Je JAUDENES « NEBOT. paimted by Githert Stuart. The Metropolitan
Nuseum of Art. Rogers Fand. 1907
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for Gardoqui . . . he was well acquainted with England and her possessions.
That is why he had chosen to deal with Arthur Lee when this American
emissary was sent, from Paris, by Franklin with the purpose of acting in
$pain as an official envoy from Congress. First, Gardoqui acted as inter-
pretor of the conversations held in Burgos [Spain] between Lee and
Grimaldi; later, he received the appointment of intermediary to distribute
the Spanish help to the revolutionaries. . . . He acted as such in a fashion
similar to Pierre Caron de Beaumarchais in France, !

Gardoqui was the first Spanish diplomat to the Continental Congress to
arrive in Philadelphia with credentials from His Majesty Charles 111, ad-
dressed to “our great and beloved friends of the United States of North
America.” These were dated September 27, 1784. During the four and a half
years between his arrival in Philadelphia and his departure for Spain on
October 12, 1789, Gardoqui performed intense and delicate diplomatic
work. He was the one who had to deal with the U.S. Congress in the difficult
post-revolutionary times, when the interests of the United States did not
always coincide with those of the Spanish Crown. Gardoqui, nevertheless,
showed a sincere affection for the United States, and started a close friend-
ship with George Washington, that has been forever recorded in the corre-
spondence they maintained.32

When Gardoqui left the United States,?® his assistants, José de Jaudenes
and José de Viar, became the Spanish representatives with the title of
“Commisioners,” until Carlos Martinez de Irujo {or Yrujo) was appointed in
1795 Plenipotentiary Minister of the Spanish government. Jaudenes, a na-
tive of Valenicia, married a young lady from New York named Matilda
Stoughton, and in 1795 bought the house located at 427 Spruce Street which
had been occupied by the French Consul General, La Forest.?® The brick
rowhouse has been recently restored, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art,

31 Thid,
32 §ee letters from George Washington to Gardoqui, January 20, and August 30, 1786; and

Gardogui's letter to Washington, dated in New York, November 18, 1786, in Dario Fernandez
Florez, The Spanish Heritage in the United Siates, 3rd ed. (Madrid: Publicaciones Espariolas,
1971), pp. 329-332,

33 Don Juan Carlos I, King of Spain, presented to the City of Philadelphia a statue of Diego
de Cardoqui, by Luis Sanguino. The statue is located in the N. E. section of Logan Circle at
18th Street and Benjamin Franklin Parkway. The pedestal exhibits a plaque that says:

DEGO de GARDOQUI
1735-1798
ENVOY OF THE KING OF SPAIN
TO THE U.S.A. FRESENTED BY HIS MAJESTY
DON JUAN CARLOS I, KING OF SPAIN

TO THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE

BICENTENNIAL ERA OF THE

UNITED STATES

34 Archives/Public Records of the City of Philadelphia.
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SARA MCKEAN ARMITAGE, Marquesa de Casa de [rujo. painted by Gilbert Stuart.
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Rogers Fund, 1907, keeps two Portraits of Joss de Jaudenes and his wife
Matilda, painted by Gilbert Stuart, the American painter Particularly noteg
for his Portraits of George Washington,.
Martinez de Irujo (1767—-1824), who was born in Cartageng and recejyed
in 1803 the title of "Marqués de Casy Irujo,” Married Sarah McKean.
aughter of Thomas McKean, Governor of the State of Pennsylvania. He

collection of the Duke of Sotomayor i Spain, Martinez de Irujo resideq in
Philadelphia at 315 High Street?s yngil the seat of government wpg moved to
Washington, D.C in 1800,

Conclusion

I can asgyre Your Exce”ency that the ajqd the United States received from,
Spain during the years 1776, 77, 78 has totaled 7,944,906 reales and g
maravedis Jp vellén, . |

To this amount we haye ¢, add the contributions made by the Count of Galvey,
. {the sum of 1,399, 290 reales, without counting the sum of 284,480 regles
femitted to the Commander of the Navy in South Carolinaj,

ince . | we have received from the American Congress only the amount of
174,011 Pesos fuertpg through My Short, %8 cannot overlopk two conclusions.

First. That Spain’s contribution t, the United States in thej, struggle for
independence has been Yery important angd even perhaps 4 decisive factor.,

Second, That the United States sti]] Owes Spain sevep million reglas de
vellén, . despite the sum repaid, 37

3 ibid, High Strees was located between the 800 and 1300 blocks of Market Street,
% William Short suceeeded Willign, Carmichae] 45 u.s, Representatl‘ve in Spain,
a7 ~-375.
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This bookiet bresents, in English, the lecture which Professor Fer-
nandez y Ferndndez gave in Spanish at the University of Pennsylvanija
on April 13, 1976 in commemoration of the Bicentennial,
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