Ladies and Gentlemen, Granaderos de Gélvez,

1 cannot thlnk of. e.nyth:u'nr more pleasant for a Spanish soldier

than belnur a, w1tness, as, I am. now,of the homawe that a great country,

the“Unlted States, pays to a bpanlsh servxceman whos e sound spirit

andasreat deeds have not been foraotten after two hundred yeare. Thanks ...

fqr_thlb fervor of yourb, that branS you to thLb land of bpaln in

search of the orlalns of that extreordanary man, in order to pay your

homage to hlS memory there where he was ‘born -and where hp carpied out

hlb duty. Thanks for the enthusxasm that you bhow by WEdPan yuur-uni«'

forms, whlch are rellcs and souvenlrs of those worn far back in 1779

by'the "Jranaderos" Wlth whom' Spain contrlbuted to the suceeba of your.

War of Independence. Hlstury has proved that the King of bpaln was right

and that General Gdlvez waa rlvht in Jolnlng with his Forces those of

a country whlch was “about to be born and that was to become the spear-

head and the support of whatever Splrltuallty and culture the Western

world has still left.

' It would take us a long, long t1me to wloss the eilort of the

boldlers of bpaln who, dreseed Just as you are now, went irom Manchac

to Penbacole and feuwht for almost three yearb ln th,beautiful and

dangerous. Junvles of Lnulslana and Plorlda. The blood of those great

eoldlers was generously shed on the land where your 1ndependenee and

your freedom took root. Bonds such as thuee coming from the mixing of

'your land- and our blood can never dlsappear. It is truly our and your.

-duty to renew this alllance in as many occasions as possible, to in-

crease the bonds that tle-ue touether, to feel that we are partners in

the dearly loved mission of transforming lands and men into au cnter-

prise of solidarity where neither selfishness nor tyranny call have a

place.

I know ‘that many of you feel honored with your Spanish ancestry

and hxﬁh family names. the origin of which come from the lands that you

are VlSltan now., To you, and also Lo yeur fellow countryien who do
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.not share those condltlons Spa

'bpace, alonw w1th your btars and btrxpea. From Spa

could see- the: Ih rLan penlnsula as -one -more small spot on the:

'rather than Wlth the eyes of a man in

'5p1r1t saw the lands of Spaxn,

in offers her hospitality and her o

gr@t}tudaifor;ygur nobla vebture of hunmr, fiiendship and hemaive.

I also know, let me mention it with deep emotion, that ane
of you carrled the Golours of Spaxn above the Earth uud out into

ce, thu astraaaut

Planet

at whlch he p0331bly lopked thh the. curloslty of the Scxentth,

love. I am sure, thoug h, that

the 5p1r1t of Bernardo de bélvez was up thenztOD, and that, as his

he reallzed that it was h;a effort,

as ‘well as the effort of. the Spanlsh soldlers and of all those who

contrlbuted tc:the-v1ctory in that war, that made it pDSblblL for this

American to achleva the’ Drreat ekplalt of conquering the bkleb-

”ﬂ It is on behali of ;hose 501dlevs of bpaln that I am bpbdklnf

Nnow. - I also sPeak on behalf of our Army Ghlet el Staff, WhObe inesca-

pable dutxea and engagements prev1ous to “knowing about your visit,

here w1th you today and from having

u offer to our Army.

pxevent hlm Irom btlnﬂ the pleasure

of regelvlnv the prcclous prasent that o

Let e also oiier tq you, Iadles and Gentlemen Granaderos do Gdl-

vez,.a small bouvenlv of thls v1a1t. It does not have a gruat mate-

rial value, bu}_:»awlll always glve ev1denoe to you that, at all tl—

mes, the arms of bpaln have been and will be peady to join those who,

just llke the 1779 soldlers, carry out, thu fight for independence and

justice.



