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Department of Maritime Heritage Preservation
and Experimental Archaeology

The project was conceived as a means
of demonstrating the unique shipbuilding skills of
Astilleros Nereo of Pedregalejo, Málaga. The historical
and ethnological importance of these traditional
skills is recognized today by the Cultural Council of
the Government of Andalusia as an essential part of
Andalusia’s historical heritage.

The Nereo Shipyard in the 1950s.

In 2001 the Nereo Shipyard’s Department
for the Preservation of Málaga’s Maritime Heritage
proposed the idea of building the brig Galveztown.

El Brigadier malagueño Galvez derrota a los ingleses en Pensacola. 130x81 cm. Óleo sobre lienzo, autor Esteban Arriaga.

The reason for selecting to build a replica
specifically of the brig Galveztown is driven by a
desire to promote the culture of Málaga though one
of the city’s most illustrious yet least known figures,
even to most people in Málaga today: Don Bernardo
de Gálvez, captain of the Galveztown. The story of his
inspiring life deserves to be heard and preserved for
future generations.

By constructing the replica 1779 brig on the
shores of the city, the importance that shipbuilding
had for the city in the late eighteenth century will
become tangible once again. For this was a period
in which brigs and other vessels were built by the
shipwrights who worked along the beaches of the
town. Today the only remaining example of this once
flourishing industry is the Nereo Shipyard located in
Pedregalejo, Málaga’s historic boatbuilding quarter.

La piratería en el golfo de México. Lámina de Mortier

AIMS
- To demonstrate Andalusian shipwright
carpintry through the construction of the Galveztown
at Astilleros Nereo of Pedregalejo, Málaga and,
similarly, the construction of one of the brig’s shore
boats by the boatyard of master boatwright Hachilla
in Coria del Río in Seville. Both shipyards are featured
in the General Catalog of the Historical Heritage of
Andalusia.
- To forge closer ties of international cooperation between Spain and the United States of
America, as well as promoting the international image
of Andalusia with the brig Galveztown as ambassador
and cultural showcase for Málaga and the region
of Axarquía. The vessel will function as a floating
museum, educating people at its various ports of call
about Andalusia’s history and culture.

- To carry out a historical study of Gálvez and
the events that made him famous. These findings will
be published in a book about the ship which will bring
together historical and ethnographic evidence related
to his life.
- To increase awareness of Bernardo de
Gálvez in his own native city of Málaga by building a
replica of his historic vessel in the only shipyard in the
city which is registered in the General Catalog of the
Historical Heritage of Andalusia.

Lámina de uniformes militares españoles de las colonia, en el siglo XVIII.
Archivo de Indias, Sevilla

Aims

Associated Projects

- The construction of the brig’s shore boats at
the Hachilla Boatyard in Coria del Río, Andalusia, and
LAMP Boatworks of St Augustine, Florida (USA).
- Construction of the masts by Mystic Seaport,
Connecticut (USA).
- Publication of the study of the construction
of the replica vessels.
- Filming a documentary about the building of
the replicas by Abyssal Pictures.
- Publication of various books on the life of
Bernardo de Gálvez and the history of his ship.

Museum collection. Astilleros Nereo Ecomuseum.

- The construction of a full scale replica of
the brig Galveztown in the historic Nereo Shipyard of
Pedregalejo, Málaga.

Associated Projects

Associated Projects

- The creation of a small harbor for housing an
exhibit of traditional seagoing vessels of Málaga such
as sardinales, barcas de jábega, bucetas, etc, all of
which are being restored and promoted by Astilleros
Nereo of Pedregalejo. This harbor would also serve as
a permanent mooring for the brig Galveztown, which
will be a floating interpretation and information center
for Málaga’s maritime culture and of the history of
cooperation between Spain and the United States.

Rodaje
de
una
superproducción
cinematrográfica, con Antonio Banderas en el papel
de Bernardo de Galvez.
- Creation of a unique archive related to the
US War of Independence and the assistance given by
Spain to the colonists.
- The marketing of a scale model kit of
the Galveztown which would recall the heroic feat
this Málaga native carried out whilst captain of the
vessel.
- Publication of a children’s story which will be
the script for an animated film produced by Abyssal
Pictures.

Associated Projects
- Establishing a ‘Sister Lighthouse’ relationship
between the lighthouses of Málaga and St Augustine,
Florida.
- Creation of the Brig Galveztown Foundation
to manage, publicize and maintain the ship,
disseminate news of the project at an international
level and safeguard the traditional skills that form
part of the nation’s maritime heritage.
- Hold a ceremony to celebrate the handing
over of the ship’s boat built by the Lighthouse
Archaeological and Maritime Program Inc. (LAMP)
Boatworks, St Augustine Florida, followed by a
tour of Spanish, Mexican and North American ports
concluding in New York.

- Finally the Brig Galveztown Project
anticipates making the endeavor a joint one through
close collaboration with the following institutions and
organizations, many of which are already actively
involved:

The Spanish Crown, Spanish Government,
Provincial Government of Andalusia, American
Embassy, Government of Coria del Río, Government
of Macharaviaya, University of Málaga, Asociación
Bernardo de Gálvez, Fundación Málaga, Malaga
City Hall, Fundación Nao Victoria, Spanish Navy,
Malaga City Council, Rota Naval Air Station, Mayport
Naval Station, Mystic Seaport, Abyssal Pictures, St
Augustine Lighthouse and Museum, Lighthouse
Archaeological Maritime Program Inc., LAMP
Boatworks, the Washington Navy Yard, Asociación
Histórico Cultural Torrijos 1831, The National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution, Teaming to
Travel, Inicio Sistemas, as well as Astilleros Nereo,
the Andalusia Naval League and the Andalusian
Federation of Maritime and Riverine Culture and
Heritage.

Phases towards completion
The first phase of research has been
completed, allowing us to begin the construction,
whose first stages will be:
1st: Construction of the keel, stempost and
sternpost, sponsored by Astilleros Nereo.
2nd: Erection of the master couple in spring
2008 in an inaugural event to mark the beginning
of construction, to be attended by all involved
institutions. This will be accompanied by widespread
media coverage aimed at generating interest and
support and making the construction of the ship a
citywide endeavor.

3rd: A Shipbuilding Workshop through which
some 30 students will participate over two years in
the construction of the Galveztown replica alongside
the shipwrights of Astilleros Nereo and Mystic Seaport. This will promote and disseminate knowledge
of a skill of ethnological value protected as part of
the historical heritage of Andalusia for future generations, by training future shipwrights in the skills
needed to build traditional craft.

The Nereo Shipyard in the 1950s.

It should not be forgotten that Málaga is seeking to
be European Capital of Culture in 2016.

4th: Launch of the Galveztown followed by its
maiden voyage through the Bay of Málaga.

A coat of arms with a silver background
depicting the brig Galveztown in full sail and
the figure of a man on the quarterdeck. The
pennant bears the title ‘I Alone’, granted
by royal decree on the 12th of November
1781, after Gálvez took the port of Pensacola
singlehanded.

